The Superpowers and the Middle East
their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died.
We must keep that hope alive.
The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms.
If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the
world—and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own Nation.
Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift move-
ment of events,
I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities squarely.
APPENDIX H
TRIPARTITE   DECLARATION   REGARDING   SECURITY   IN   THE
MIDDLE EAST, May 25, 1950*
The Government of the United Kingdom, France, and the United
States, having had occasion during the recent Foreign Ministers meeting
in London to review certain questions affecting the peace and stability
of the Arab states and of Israel, and particularly that of the supply
of arms and war material to these states, have resolved to make the
following statements:
 1.	The   three   Governments   recognize   that   the   Arab   states   and
Israel all need to maintain a certain level of armed forces for
the purposes of assuring their internal security and their legiti-
mate self-defense and to permit them to play their part in the
defense of the area as a whole. All applications for arms or war
material for these  countries will be considered in the light of
these principles. In this connection the three Governments wish
to recall and reaffirm the terms of the statements made by their
representatives on the Security Council on August 4,   1949, in
which they declared then- opposition to the development of an
arms race between the Arab states and Israel.
 2.	The  three  Governments  declare  that  assurances  have  been   re-
ceived  from  all  the  states  in  question,  to  which they permit
arms to be  supplied  from  their countries,  that the  purchasing
* Department of State Bulletin, Vol. 22, 5 June 1950, p. 886.
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